
EPISODE 1: Will The Murdaugh Murders Trial
Happen in January?

[00:00:00] Mandy Matney: This week, we covered a lot of ground. But we
want to do more to truly change these systems that have held up the Good
Ole Boys for so long. The legal system is complicated, and we wanna make
these super complex issues in the podcast more easy to understand. So we're
excited that we will be teaming up with attorney Eric Bland for bonus
episodes to answer your questions about our justice system. And we want to
give you, the public, the tools to help fix these systems so we all can drink
from the same cup of justice.

[00:00:52] I don't know how many bonus episodes we're gonna do, but we
have a really good one in store for y'all today. Hello and happy weekend,
Murdaugh Murders Podcast fans. My name is Mandy Matney, and we have an
awesome episode in store for you today. There have been a lot of really
exciting things happening with us at the MMP team. And today, we're
starting a little experiment with these new bonus episodes called "Cup of
Justice." The concept of all of this is simple. A year ago, this week, actually, I
called Eric Bland for the first time when I heard that he was hired by the
Satterfield family to represent them. In the last year, Liz and I have spent
probably hundreds of hours on the phone with Eric as we've all been trying to
sort through this Murdaugh mess and make sense of all of it. And Liz and I
both realized that Eric is just really good at explaining these incredibly
complex legal issues in a way that's really easy to understand, which is just so
important.

[00:01:55] So in this week's podcast, I did something that I wasn't really
supposed to do. Sorry. But I was really excited about this project and I got a
little too specific about what we were going to talk about. My bad. I did
mention Carmen Mullen in the 14th Circuit, which we're going to get into all
of that. But we have some other really great topics to cover today. And also, I
wanna say thank you so much to all of the fans who submitted questions. We
are going to cover as much ground as possible to get all of these legal
questions answered. And please send us your questions to
info@murdaughmurderspodcast.com.
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[00:02:35] So these episodes are going to be unscripted and a lot different
from the regular episodes. You're gonna get unfiltered versions of the three of
us and a lot more vocal fry from my end. So if you don't like it, don't email me
about it.

[00:02:53] Liz Farrell: You know, we just don't have that much consumer
protections for people in the legal world, especially in South Carolina.

[00:03:01] Mandy Matney: Yeah, and I was thinking about this, like I didn't, I
don't think I knew what a personal representative was before all of this or a
conservator and the difference between that. So I don't blame the Satterfields
for having this all to happen. I don't blame any of these people because these
subjects have just been like a, oh, let your lawyer handle it. And it's like, well.

[00:03:21] Liz Farrell: And again, these are people that like you can trust
because everybody knows — yeah, you should be able to — because
everybody knows who they are. But conservator, like, I mean, the Britney
Spears thing was a crash course for me. I didn't know too much about it. I just
knew that it existed. So knowing the differences of that I think is important.
But just as we go forward because we know, you know, the boat crash case is
particularly complex. And then, I mean, you guys have all seen like the, what
goes on in the courtroom with Dick and Jim. There's gonna, we're gonna
need somebody with some knowledge to help us through some pieces of
that. And, you know, after those things happened, Mandy and I are always
talking to our sources who, in some cases, you know, are legitimately our
friends now, just like you would about like a football game or something, I
guess. Like we talk about what happened and like, you know.

[00:04:11] Mandy Matney: Woah, that was crazy.

[00:04:12] Liz Farrell: Right?

[00:04:13] Mandy Matney: Those phone calls.

[00:04:14] Liz Farrell: Yeah, exactly. So we wanted to share that with you guys,
too, because there is a lot to learn from it. And you know, there's so much that
goes on, you just don't necessarily, I think when we were doing the
commenting on the last hearing in the murder case, we realized, you know,
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like people are having difficulty hearing. But when we're in the courtroom, we
also have difficulty hearing. So it's nice that we are able to now record it and
get so close up to the judge and we can replay it and look at actually what
was going on and not miss things. I feel like it's so easy to miss things.

[00:04:48] Mandy Matney: Yeah, there's just, every week, we say there's a lot
to unpack, and there really is. And we're all getting to the point where there's
so many cases going on it's impossible to stay on top of everything. However,
with just bonus episodes, I think it'll make these subjects a lot easier to
understand and not so overwhelming, and just really empower people and
give them the abilities to understand the law in their own lives.

[00:05:15] Eric, one of my favorite things about you is, in that I thought of you
as a different person when you sent that picture of you as a teenager to Liz
and I. And you are very like —

[00:05:29] Liz Farrell: That sounds creepy. You should probably say it a
different way.

[00:05:36] Mandy Matney: I just thought of you as a different person after that
because I was like, that is where this guy came from, not like —

[00:05:44] Eric Bland: I was the proverbial guy that got the sand kicked in his
face at the beach. I was the proverbial guy if he was going to the bathroom in
a urinal, kid would come up and kick me in the back and push me in the
urinal. And I got tired of it. I was, right, I got tired of it. I had a lot of friends and
they used to have to stick up for me if I was being abused in the lunch line or
you know, after school. And you know, when we were playing sports, if I was
getting picked on, I had a lot of bigger friends that stuck up for me 'cause I
had a mouth and everybody liked to be around me because I had a big
mouth. And I finally said, "You know what? I'm gonna start working out." So
when I was 15 years old, I started working out. And within two years, I went
from like 98 pounds to about 170.

[00:06:38] Mandy Matney: Oh my God.

[00:06:39] Eric Bland: And then when I graduated high school and went to
college, I became a bodybuilder. I went from 170 to 235. So I found, Liz, I found
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out that not only my voice made people listen to me, but the bigger I got, the
more people would stop and listen.

[00:06:58] Liz Farrell: Yeah.

[00:06:58] Eric Bland: People don't listen to small guys as much as they listen
to bigger guys with a big mouth.

[00:07:04] Liz Farrell: Interesting you say that.

[00:07:05] Mandy Matney: Doesn't apply to women.

[00:07:06] Liz Farrell: Yeah, I was gonna say. Yeah, it's interesting you say that.
It doesn't apply to women. Also, I think that we've heard little man syndrome
a lot when we're talking about the Murdaugh cases. The Murdaugh, Alex, very
tall. But some of the guys in the case are —

[00:07:19] Mandy Matney: Have little man syndrome.

[00:07:22] Eric Bland: Dick Harpootlian's been accused of having little man
syndrome his whole life.

[00:07:26] Mandy Matney: Not Dick.

[00:07:27] Eric Bland: He has buttons out there that say "Little Dick." "Vote for
Little Dick." I'm serious. I'll show you the buttons, photos, I've gotten them.

[00:07:35] Liz Farrell: You really do?

[00:07:35] Eric Bland: He gave them to me when he was running for state
senator. So he's been accused his whole life of having small man complex,
and that's why he has this acid tongue. And if you really talk to a lot of people
that are friendly with him and socialize with him, he'll cut you down. Like if I
walk into his office now, and this was like a year ago, and I look bigger, I'm
somewhat built, somewhat built, he'll say, "Why do you work out? You're
almost 60 years old. Why do you look like a musclehead?" Or he'll say to me,
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you know, "Why do you wear your hair sticking up like that? It looks stupid."
So it's a cutdown.

[00:08:18] Mandy Matney: So he insults you.

[00:08:20] Eric Bland: He insults you all the time.

[00:08:22] Mandy Matney: That's horrible.

[00:08:23] Eric Bland: I'm not kidding you. I'm telling you that's how —

[00:08:26] Liz Farrell: What do you say back? Do you say anything back to
him?

[00:08:29] Eric Bland: Yeah. I say, "Look, Dick. You look like shit." I say, "Look at
you. Your gut's hanging over your belt." You know, your teeth look like, or you
know, go get your teeth whitened. You know, I gave, I honestly, I gave it back
to him just as hard as he would try to give it to me. I mean, I don't tolerate it,
and everything's a joke with him. If you're in with a client really on a serious
matter about murder, he makes a joke about everything, and some things
aren't appropriate where you would joke. When somebody's sitting in front of
you and charged with murder, he doesn't really think there's a lot of humor.
Ask around, ask Joe McCulloch. He's got an extremely sharp tongue, a very
dry sense of humor. He's witty.

[00:09:14] Mandy Matney: Eric, is he likable?

[00:09:15] Liz Farrell: Do you think people like him or they're just afraid of him?

[00:09:18] Eric Bland: No, they're not afraid of him. No. He has a lot of people
that like him. And there's a couple close friends that he has where he's not
quite the dick, you know, dick move all the time. But when he is in public, he
tries to make himself funnier than he is. It's a quip, it's a joke. And the older
that he's gotten, he tells a lot of war stories when you're in a meeting or you're
in chambers. And you know, some people like the war stories, some people
don't. But no, he's, he will tell you he's not a likable person. There's people that
want to be around him because he's a power mover. I mean, he's a powerful
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person. He's the third person that Joe Biden will call on the phone. I mean,
he's that powerful. And we will be right back.

[00:10:13] I had worked with Dick Harpootlian for the better part of the last 24
years that predated the Murdaugh case. We had a lot of clients in common,
whether it was catastrophic personal injury clients or criminal defendant
clients. And it just so happened the Greg Leon matter was a client that both
of us had represented for a long period of time. Greg's a long-term client and
friend of mine, and I represented him on all his civil and business interests.
He's a, he owns a lot of Mexican restaurants. And Dick represented him on a
number of criminal matters. They were white-collar criminal matters. Just so
happened —

[00:10:51] Liz Farrell: So you got along with Dick then before all this?

[00:10:53] Eric Bland: I did. I did. You know, I wouldn't say we were friends, but
we were definitely colleagues and I was on the inner circle where, you know,
he would take my call. And if I had a client that needed to be referred, he
would represent that client. And the Greg Leon matter's a tragic matter
because he's such a great guy. And on Valentine's Day on 2016, unfortunately,
he caught his wife in a very compromising position in a car, in a parking lot,
and he was threatened by his wife's lover. And in turn, he felt his life was
threatened. And so, in self-defense, he shot the man three times. And he was
charged with murder, attempted murder on his wife, discharge of a felony in
a car, and then aggravated battery. Four charges. And because Dick is —

[00:11:48] Liz Farrell: And this was six years ago.

[00:11:49] Eric Bland: Six years ago. And so obviously —

[00:11:51] Liz Farrell: And he's still awaiting trial.

[00:11:53] Eric Bland: He predated the Murdaugh matter. He's still on trial. Was
supposed to go, it is gonna go to trial in January. Dick was gonna try it in
January. I originally was co-counsel with Dick on the case. But the state
indicated that they were gonna name me as a witness because on the night
of the murder, I was the one that delivered Greg to law enforcement and
handed him over. And there were a number of different things that
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happened that night that they wanna put me on the stand for, probably to
show that there was evidence of Greg's guilt or flight. I think it's an absolute
travesty that he was charged with murder. I don't believe it was murder at all.
I think if you look at the video and see the time delay from when he opened
the car door to when the flash of the gun went off, it's clear that there was a
discussion between them. And his wife supports the self-defense aspect of
this case. But it's just tragic that on a Valentine's Day after he took his wife out
for dinner, he found out that his wife was cheating on him. And it's a highly
emotional case and I don't think the solicitor in the 11th Circuit, Rick Hubbard,
is gonna be able to get 12 people to convict him of murder under those
circumstances. The reason it's so relevant in the case now is because, Dick up
until a week and a half ago was his lawyer and was telling the court and the
client that I'm trying your case in January. And we do know this January
date's a real important date because Dick's been throwing it around in the
Murdaugh matter; that he was gonna be trying the Murdaugh case as soon
as possible. And it's very, very difficult for a lawyer to get ready for two murder
trials. And it's almost impossible for them to try two murder trials in the same
month, especially —

[00:13:46] Liz Farrell: Though he has had six years to prepare for this one.

[00:13:49] Eric Bland: He did. There was a number of times where it was called
for trial and then it didn't go forward. But he was prepared to try this case
actually in August. It was scheduled originally to go to trial last month. But
Greg was charged with attempting to bribe, allegedly, a witness in the case.
And Dick used that as an opportunity to get himself off as Greg's attorney.
And that is something that's causing, in addition to the existing conflict that I
have with Dick and the existing tension, this has just raised it to a really high
level. Pretty upset with Dick about doing it. I don't think he should have
recused himself. More importantly, you know, he got paid a tremendous sum
of money to represent my client and friend. And now, my client and friend has
to go out and hire Jack Swerling. And Dick is not giving him any of his money
back, which I don't think is right.

[00:14:45] Liz Farrell: Can he do that? That doesn't seem right.

[00:14:47] Eric Bland: I know it doesn't seem right. Dick can do anything he
wants. The question is, is the client gonna do anything about it? I think right
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now the client's focused on, you know, getting his new lawyer up to speed,
Jack Swerling, and focusing on getting ready for trial.

[00:15:03] Mandy Matney: I think what I've spoken to you about and what's
like fascinating to me and what I think people don't really understand right
now is that first of all, Dick has been very adamant about, I wanna try this case
in January, this double homicide case.

[00:15:23] Eric Bland: He was saying that, by the way, at the same time he was
representing Greg Leon. And Greg Leon's trial was in January. Okay?

[00:15:31] Mandy Matney: Exactly. And he was still representing him at the
time.

[00:15:34] Eric Bland: Correct.

[00:15:35] Mandy Matney: So and now, we have all this. They got the evidence
two weeks ago, a week and a half ago, whatever it was. And we've heard
nothing from Dick demanding a trial in January.

[00:15:50] Eric Bland: Or you also haven't heard Dick say they're holding back
evidence. I haven't heard that either, right?

[00:15:56] Mandy Matney: That's true. What, do you think that's what he, that's
what his move would be?

[00:16:00] Eric Bland: Sure. You would, somebody would say, look, you know,
there's not this blood evidence. You didn't gimme this, or I know there's other
things because this investigative agency came in and did this testing. Usually,
there's some kind of disagreement in what has been turned over. It would
appear that, we haven't heard from Dick in two weeks, that the state gave a
full complete production. I mean, Dick believes in momentum, Mandy and
Liz. So he had momentum. He had the public mic. He had, you know, the
microphone. So if he had an opportunity to keep it going because the state
produced less than what they should have produced, I'm sure there would've
been another press conference.
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[00:16:47] Mandy Matney: Yeah, exactly. And I mean, I just keep going back to
that entire show — I think that's what we can all call it. It wasn’t court, it was
just a show — of him demanding a trial in January and just. Eric as you, you as
a lawyer and the trials that you have done, how far out does planning involve
in preparation?

[00:17:13] Eric Bland: Well, I mean, Greg Leon's preparation, Dick had been
doing for five years for a murder case. Greg Harris and I tried a murder case. It
took us a year and a half of preparation before we were capable and felt
capable to go to trial. I mean, Dick now is into gutting in October, and he just
got the forensic evidence. He has to line up a ballistic expert. He's gotta line
up a blood expert. He's gotta line up a pathology expert on the cause of
death, who died first. He has to have his own technological expert for the
triangulation of the phone. He may have to have a human factors expert that
would contradict why Alex, when he called 911, you didn't hear him screaming
into the phone like "Answer the damn phone already!" when it was ringing,
you know what I'm saying? So how do you get all these experts? You just
can't call one on the phone. You gotta meet with them. You gotta see if they'll
give an opinion that is favorable to your client. All these things have to be
prepared. You have to talk to witnesses. You have to make a decision. Are you
gonna put your client up on the stand? There's so many different things.

[00:18:38] And, by the way, you know, a lawyer just doesn't have one case. You
know, Dick Harpootlian's a successful lawyer and he's got a lot of different
cases going on. So is it realistic to think that this is gonna be tried in January?
The answer is no. Is it possible? Sure. Sure, it's possible. Alex may want that
trial as soon as possible. But why does Alex get his trial and all the other
people that have been sitting in jail for four years on murder charges haven't
gotten their cases called? I'm sure if you guys look in Colleton County, there'll
be some murder defendants that are waiting for trial or serious armed
robbery or aggravated assault with high and aggravated nature that had
been sitting in jail. Because of COVID, there wasn't any trials for a year. Why
does Alex get to go to the front of the line? Is that the different cup of justice
that he drinks from? I don't know. So for me, the Satterfields are victims. They
lost a sister. The Plyler girls are victims. They lost a mother and brother. So the
state chose to bring all these other financial crimes first. Why do these people
have to wait for their day of justice against Alex? Why does Alex get to get his
murder case tried first? Those are questions I have.
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[00:20:07] Mandy Matney: And we'll be right back.

[00:20:12] Eric Bland: So the other thing is, why aren't they trying Alex on the
Labor Day shooting charge, insurance fraud, and attempted murder charge?

[00:20:22] Mandy Matney: There's zero proof of insurance fraud happening
there.

[00:20:25] Eric Bland: Right, right, right.

[00:20:27] Mandy Matney: That's why they were in — because that was a
stupid move by SLED.

[00:20:32] Eric Bland: It was a contrived shooting that didn't really work,
obviously, between cousin Eddie and Alex. And Alex wanted to probably show
the world, oh my goodness, there's crazy people out there that are really
trying to kill me and my family. Didn't work. Backfired.

[00:20:49] Mandy Matney: Literally.

[00:20:50] Eric Bland: Right.

[00:20:51] Mandy Matney: Backfired. No, but I think that the thing that a lot of
people, I think a lot of people following this case are under the actual
impression that it'll happen in January.

[00:21:07] Eric Bland: Well, no judge has said that, Mandy.

[00:21:09] Mandy Matney: Yeah, I know. I know. I know. But Dick Harpootlian
says it very confidently. So the media agree, believes in that.

[00:21:19] Eric Bland: Usually, the solicitor's the one that calls a case to trial, not
a defense attorney. The solicitor controls their criminal docket in every county.
Now, this is different because it's a state grand jury charge, but the local
murder charge is on Colleton County. And so, that would be the solicitor calls
the case when they're ready to try the case. Now, has the state said, we're
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ready to try it in January? I'm not sure. Is it gonna be Judge Newman? I'm not
sure. Is it? Do you know?

[00:21:54] Mandy Matney: I mean, they change their mind all the time, like.

[00:21:56] Eric Bland: Right. I think it looks good from Dick's standpoint that
he's screaming, I'm ready to go to trial. My client wants to go to trial so he can
find out who the real killer is. Now, two things. One, he said the state has to
show motive. The state doesn't have to show motive for murder. So it's not,
that's not a burden of proof on the state. But Dick just took on a burden that
he shouldn't have took on, which is, we're gonna find the real shooter. And he
also said at a different hearing, my client's innocent. Different standard to say
your client's innocent as opposed to not guilty. That's a completely different
standard. So I don't know. You know, it's a big case to try by January.

[00:22:41] Mandy Matney: What does that mean when you say you have a
burden to take on for saying that you found the other shooter?

[00:22:50] Eric Bland: Well, if your affirmative defense is self defense, then you
as a defendant have a burden of proof. It shifts to you. The state has the
burden of proving your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, and we talked
before, beyond a reasonable doubt, the way I like to look at it, it's a football
field. And they catch the ball at yard 20. You gotta, you don't have to cross the
end zone to the other side, but you gotta get pretty close, like the three-yard
line. In a civil case, civil lawsuits that I have sued for Alex and I have sued Russ
and I've sued Palmetto State Bank, it's a preponderance to the evidence
standard, which is more likely than not just the tip of the balance of the scale.
You look at that football field, all I ever have to do is cross the 50-yard line. All
Mark Tinsley has to do in the Mallory Beach case is show more likely than not
Parker's convenience store was responsible for Mallory Beach's death. Just
cross the 50. I think Mark's gonna be able to just cross the 50. I think Mark's
gonna get close to the end zone, although that's not what his burden of proof
requires. But for a criminal case, it's beyond a reasonable doubt. You must
have, it must be a reasonable doubt. Not all doubt. You don't ever have to
prove beyond a shadow of a doubt. But if you have a reasonable doubt that
Alex is not guilty, and there could be one juror. You know, all Dick has to speak
to is one juror.
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[00:24:25] Now, what is Dick gonna do between now and January if the case
goes to trial? He's gonna hire a jury consultant, Mandy and Liz. He's gonna do
a shadow jury trial. He's gonna hire two or three jury consultants who are
gonna pick the typical juror that you would want as a defendant. As a
defendant, I think Dick would want somebody younger. Somebody that is not
so educated, that Dick could connect to and is malleable. You definitely don't
want some old World War II guy. You don't want a teacher that's smart and
gonna be analytical. You wouldn't want somebody like Liz and Mandy on that
jury who are really smart and can see through smoke. So they're gonna tell
Dick the perfect juror to get. And they're gonna canvas the county, and
they're gonna see, yeah, it's gonna be a 28-year-old or a 26-year-old. This is
what you're gonna want. And so then, these companies go out and they hire
these type of jurors. And they bring them into a room, and Dick will give them
a forecast of what the trial will be like. And somebody will play the prosecutor,
whether it's Creighton Waters or, somebody is gonna play a witness. And Dick
would cross-examine him. And then they'd get feedback. So Dick's gonna
have to do shadow jury trials in addition to preparing for the trial.

[00:26:07] You know, actually, in these kind of big cases, you do a focus group
jury, a shadow jury, to see what arguments resonate and work and which
arguments don't. So it is a tremendous amount of work. And Dick Harpootlian
is, you know, a little long in the tooth. You know, you're talking about a 73,
74-year-old guy. This is 24-hour day work to get ready for the trial of the
century. You know, Dick can't just go in there and try it off the seat of his
pants. This has to be expert-driven. It has to, you know, be choreographed.
This doesn't happen. It doesn't get baked out of a cookbook or anything like
that. It takes a lot of skill and time.

[00:26:53] Mandy Matney: But do you think that like the, his whole thing
about demanding for the evidence and whining and crying about how things
were being unfair, do you think he was establishing something there?

[00:27:07] Eric Bland: No. No. I think it was an empty barrel screaming the
loudest. You know, empty barrels make the loudest noise. I think it just was to
create momentum. Take the attention away from the heinous nature of this
crime. Remember: for a year, there's not been one other suspect. You know,
you guys are pretty good at what you do. There has been no other suspect for
a year. And if there was, you guys would've found it out because you found
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out everything. You haven't been wrong on one single thing, you two. You're
batting a thousand.

[00:27:45] Mandy Matney: Liz and I went back and forth and back and forth
on a million things, but we, at the end of the day, all of our sources led all
roads to Alex. Like there was no other way of getting around that. The only
other like semi distraction was that CB row thing.

[00:28:04] Eric Bland: You know, law enforcement's a lot like doctors. They do
a differential diagnosis. Doctors eliminate, well, this isn't this. It's not this. It
can't be this. It can't be that. It's gotta be this. And that's how they get your
diagnosis. They don't immediately say you have appendicitis. They eliminate,
well, it's not gas. It's not your kidneys. It's not this. Okay, it's your appendix.
Well, law enforcement does the same thing. They don't just start with Alex.
Yes, they have him in his mind. But they say, okay, who else was an enemy of
Paul? Who else was an enemy of Alex? Could it have been Buster? No. Buster
had a good alibi. Could it have been anybody that worked at the farm? No,
they weren't there. Could it have been a brother or a sibling? Were they
fighting? No. Did Maggie have money problems? No. They eliminate, and it
always comes back to Alex. That's how it works.

[00:29:01] Mandy Matney: In our, I mean, my other main theory was just like if
it was somebody else, then law enforcement would've done something by
now. But anyways.

[00:29:11] Eric Bland: Well, let me ask you a question, Mandy.

[00:29:14] Mandy Matney: Yes.

[00:29:15] Eric Bland: Do you think Dick is doing what he needs to do to
educate a potential jury pool in Colleton County to get at least one or two
jurors to say he's not guilty? 'Cause that's what Dick's doing, right? Dick isn't
doing this for the world. He's doing this for those jurors in Colleton County
who are gonna sit on that jury.

[00:29:43] Mandy Matney: Which is ironic because he was the one pushing
for, we don't wanna taint the jury pool before.
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[00:29:49] Eric Bland: Yeah. Where did it go from a gag order to having a
press conference?

[00:29:52] Mandy Matney: And then a complete show of a hearing.

[00:29:56] Eric Bland: Right.

[00:29:56] Mandy Matney: That was a performance. It wasn't a court hearing.
It was just a performance.

[00:30:00] Eric Bland: Liz, do you think the evidence is going to be
overwhelming for guilt?

[00:30:07] Liz Farrell: Yes, I do. Yeah.

[00:30:08] Eric Bland: Is it going to be irrefutable and it's going to be scientific
evidence that another expert isn't gonna be able to criticize by saying, well,
the chain of custody got interrupted. The evidence is tainted or
contaminated.

[00:30:23] Liz Farrell: I think with Maggie's phone, you're talking about they
didn't actually need the phone for evidence because they could have, you
know, gotten a warrant for that through her carrier. So I don't think that that's,
you know, necessarily going to be a big deal. Yeah, I mean that, I think that's, if
you're talking about chain of custody, that would be the one, right? So,
everything else —

[00:30:47] Eric Bland: Okay. Let's take a vote right now. Guilty or not guilty?

[00:30:51] Liz Farrell: Oh, we can't —

[00:30:52] Mandy Matney: Oh my gosh. We can't do that. However — because
people are gonna give us shit.

[00:30:58] Liz Farrell: Yeah, for sure.

[00:31:00] Mandy Matney: They'll be fine with your choice.
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[00:31:01] Liz Farrell: But also we haven't seen, it's a totality of evidence, right?
So no matter what —

[00:31:07] Mandy Matney: And we have to wait for it.

[00:31:08] Eric Bland: It's good.

[00:31:08] Liz Farrell: The totality of evidence is what law enforcement calls it.
But you know, what Dick's gonna call it obviously is already is that it is a
circumstantial evidence case. So it all depends on the way you're looking at it.
So from my perspective as somebody who's, you know, covered law
enforcement for so long, the totality of evidence is strong in this case from
what I understand. So that's important. I think the combination of the types
of evidence is gonna be, are gonna be good. And I think the fact that they got
independent review is gonna weigh heavily as well. So, like you said, the fact
that he's been silent is telling. And certainly, you know, I can almost hear
them saying "Uh-oh."

[00:31:49] Eric Bland: Let me tell you my fear and then we can close this
down. My fear is that the public now has great mistrust in justice system, in
the government, and law enforcement agencies. I think there could be a
number of jurors in Colleton County who possibly question authority, and
question law enforcement, and walk in with a bias now against the
government. And that's a shame. But I do think there's a bias. I've been a
lawyer for almost 35 years. I'm here because I've made my life about seeking
justice for those that don't get justice or being mistreated or don't have the
ability to speak up for themselves.

[00:32:36] But I'm actually here on this podcast because I think, in
combination, Mandy, Liz, and I have a lot to say. We have a lot to say about
justice in our state, justice in our country. But there's a lot of people out there
that wanna know about the legal system. They wanna learn about it. They
know that at different times of their life, they're gonna be participants. And it's
our goal to educate people when they have to get lawyers or they're involved
in the legal system, that they can be participants. I have learned with seeing
the Satterfield boys and seeing the Plyler girls and seeing all of the other
victims of Alex, that they were moved around the board like they were chess
pieces. We want to educate people who need lawyers and hire them that they
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can't be manipulated; that they're gonna be able to ask the right questions.
They're gonna say, "Send me the document," "Show me what the settlement
was," "Show me proof that you charged my file $10,000 for an expert," "Why
did you need the plane trip to Omaha?" "Why is that getting charged to me?"
"If there was one day of deposition, why did you charge me for four days?"
Just to have a more informed client. No different than when you're buying a
house that you become an informed home purchaser. So that's my goal. Stay
tuned folks.

[00:34:07] Mandy Matney: The Murdaugh Murders Podcast is created by me,
Mandy Matney, and my fiancé, David Moses. Our executive editor is Liz Farrell.

[00:34:15] Outro: Produced by Luna Shark Productions.
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