
1 couldn't find it. But then we found out his name, and we 

2 found the post and printed it out where he said that he had 

3 put something up, but that he had deleted it at the time 

4 that he had put stuff out there that wasn't nice. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

THE COURT: He said he got drunk afterwards. 

MR. MEADORS: Something about the devil. 

MR. HARPOOTLIAN: Didn't he say it was satan in it? 

MS. HILL: Satan was in it, yes . In a ll of the 

9 details, yes. 

10 

11 

12 

THE COURT : All right. 

MS. HILL: Made me do it. 

THE COURT : Okay. I just wanted t o have that on the 

42 

1 3 record, you ' re reading a Facebook post b y the ex-husband who 

14 said it. Of course, you haven't talked with him so you 

15 don't know where he got his information from. 

16 

17 

MS. HILL: I don't. I can find it, though . 

MR. FERNANDEZ: We do know his name f or what it's 

18 worth. 

19 

20 

THE COURT: Do you think he will be sober? 

MS . HILL: I don ' t know. Probably not if I had to 

21 guess . 

22 MR. HARP OOTL IAN: It is Wednesday. Well, i s today 

23 Tuesday or Wednesday? 

2 4 

25 

MR. FERNANDEZ : Wednesday. 

MR. HARPOOTL I AN: Well , i t ' s Wednesday night so he ' s 
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(Rebecca Hill, Behind the Doors of Justice 
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REBECCA "BECKY• H. HILL& NEIL R. GORDON 

professional, and we bonded over a cancer diagnosis thatibo 
of our families had endured. _---:.f _f,_ 

While Dateline 1produoers wer,e in town for the trial ii{~~ 

Februar)' 2023, they asked for Judge Newman's cell p~~-~e~f 

number, whick I was given permission to provide to ;tJielfi:;: 

Then Craig reached out to Judge Newman to reconnect 

Craig grew up in Columbia, South Carolina, wher.e·­

family and Judge Newman's family knew each other. In. ;fa' ,., 
Craig was friends with Judge 'Newman's late son. •" 

As Judge Newmaa was beginning his first of many terms'-as ... 

a circuit court Judge in Columbia, Craig was beginning@:is .. 

career there at WiS-T'V before getting recruited to a stati_b~ w., "·. 

Washington, DC, and ·then fhe NBC network in New York. • , '1::· ... 
That exclusive interview with Judge Newman 

daughter-also a judge-took place in Columbia. 

Valerie Ba,uerlein 

Valerie Bauerlein. is a national Wall Street Jountal repotteli 

who has coverred bhe South for eighteen years. She was ,tlJe 

pool reporter sent to Moselle with pool photographer Andi~.' 

J. \Vhitaker of The Post an.d Courier newspaper. ~ . 
In October 202~, Valerie signed a book deal with a diviS19g'. 

of the iconic Pengum. Random House 1publishing company for.\ 

a hook project about the Murdaugh family of South Carolina:·/;· 

As it so happened, my fifty-fifth birthday fell during the . 

trial in the spring of 2023. My birthday is March IO, ana 
Valerie w~s born in late February, so it was decided to have a 
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".for both of us at her Airbnh on the night of her birthday! 

-e ~ '!'i,ted many of her colleagues who were covering the 

f~r the regional and national media outlets. There was 

. , 15ir-tbday cake, a lot of laughs, and a little •truth serum" in 

··efotro. of liquid refreshments! 
• • ~s-we were cleaning u~ after the party, a few of us were 

ea· now we wou~d vote at •that point in the trial if we were 

• mbers of the jury. Before answering, we pledged a "cone of 

iilenc~;• and for that reason, I cannot reveal the results of our 

·•;u,,aw. jury poll:' What I can say is that many of the party 

• ·'es~s ~greed with what ended up becoming the actual verdict 

t.f,.tB~ trial . 

-. 
~ ~ 

:1,- Sudday night after Alex w~ sentencdi, I accompanied 

ee j~ors from the ,trial to New York City. As I mentioned 

·'ariiiJ r Craig Melvin and Savannah Guthrie of The Today Sllow 
' ... , 
te~ewed the three jurors during a seven-minute, high-

• yjsegment. 
w.liile we were all in The Today Sltow green room, we met 

,;ncl look photos with country music star Dustin Lynch, who 

• w~; ~so getting ready to appear on the program to sing one of , .. 
sllitsongs. 

t · 't}; Once the taping of 'nie Today Show concluded, we were 

, , whisked away from the 850-foot skyscraper building by a 

· '.~driver in a black Olevy Tahoe to a different. studio near 30 
i· ' Hl't. k 'Roek, where Dateline tapes some of its segments. vn1at stuc 
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94 REBECCA "BECKY" H. HILL & NEIL R. GORDON 

out to me was that one of the jurors mentioned to a prod{ 

that she had a craving for pizza and cheesecake, and the 1 
thing we kne,v, both were delivered in time for lunch! 

This trip was extra special for me because it was my ( 

time ever flying in an airplane! We flew from Charleston 

New York City, and could order whatever we wanted! I c{· 

pretzels and a Coke to relieve some of my anxiety. The,._ 

black Chev1' Tahoe car service was sent to pick us up H~ • 
' {i;,>-: 

LaGuardia Airport, and we got to ride through one of ilios .,, 

dark, undenvater tunnels that let us out in the ucity that lie 
sleeps!" 

NBC put us in the hands of the fabulous Haylee Bar. · 

Dateline Producer, who put all of us up at a nice Manhat ' 

hotel and fed us at a restaurant on the Avenue of the Amen~· 

a block away from 30 Rock in Midtown Manhattan on the' 

of the inteniiews, Aftenvards, the jurors told me they felf ' 

they were heard and loved their fifteen minutes of fame u'i:i 
Big Apple. 

CHAPTER iz 

WE, THE PEOPLE: DUTY, 
HONOR AND SERVICE 

.... 
!m'e wholeheartedly, as if yo11 J:.re serving the Lord, not people .• 

,>m.se you know that t/ie Lord wrfl, __ reward eac~ one for whatever 

o.i/d-tlury do.~ 
\ -Ephesians 6:7-8, New International Version (NIV) 

orking with jurors is always a unique 

experience, and like with any jury, we had some 

. ,. behind-the-scenes happenings with our jurors, 

_ _" the alternates, and the originals for the Murdaugh trial. 

~:;While most of the jurors were focused and engaged 

_h";.iring the Murdaugh trial, we did have one juror, who was 
1an alternate at one point, who ,vas not. She was more focused 

;!~n the crowd: who was watching, who was or wasn't 

}allowing Judge Newman's rules, and so on. For example, she 
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REBECCA 'BECKY" H. HILL & .NEIL R. GORDON 

"caught" a new visitor to the courtroom, who was sitt ''.­

directly across from her, who looked like she may have b{ 
taking a picture of the jury, and that wasn't going to":: 
with her. 

Another juror couldn't, or wouldn't, sit still during the tfi 
and it seemed like every time she shifted her chair, it madi 
loud squeak. Occasionally attorneys would wait for : 

rhythm of the squeaks to subside before continuing the 
cross-examination. ~ •. 

Then there was the "egg lady" juror. This juror worked O • 

monkey farm in the Lowcountry, and she drove Ju~: 

Newman bananas one weekend-pun intended! Through 

Facebook page "\-\7a1terboro Word of Mouth," about 20, 

followers saw this juror's ex-husband post about how she-·,~ 

talking way too much to friends and family about the •ca~ 
Many people became aware of the situation after court t 
Friday, February 24, and it was brought to the attention ·-~ 

Judge Newman. I typically didn't have the time or energy·/ 

watch any media coverage of the trial, but on that Frida)'. 

night, I scrolled through the 'Walterboro Word of Mouillf' 

social media feed and saw the post from the ex-husband, 6tii, 
he didn't mention the juror's name or her juror number. _', 

At the time, I didn't think anything of it and kept scrollin~··\ 

mainly because I had been .inundated with emails and ,""· 

messages from people all over the world about what they had ' 

heard, what they had seen, how the prosecution and defense 

should run their cases, how Judge Newman should rule, what , 

to address with anyone and everyone involved in the ' 
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·ouse, and so on. I felt like a principal dealing with 

~~ales and problems and issues every day. It was tiring. 

:; · en Monday morning came,Judge Newman asked me to 

f&e social media post. One of our techies in the clerk's 
;:_ Lori Weiss looked and couldn't find it at first. Luckily, 

.~ , she kept 'looking and saw where the post was taken 

::.•• and replaced with an apology from the juror's ex­

~ d. He said Satan had gotten a hold of him, and he had 

inking at the time he posted and was now very sorry. 

er Judge Newman interviewed the juror and 

borating witnesses about this situation, he removed the 

·:from the jury before court started that Monday morning. 

•,:/ earned later the ex-spo~es hadn't seen each other in 
~ .. ,-;i en years and the formir juror had three restraining 

e~s against her ex-husband. .,\_ . 
• .. en a juror is removed from a jury, it's normal practice 

' :e judge to ask if there are any personal items they'd like 

trieve from the private jury room. When judge Newman 

• ously presented this question to the former juror, she said 

,, rlst wanted to get her eggs, which caused some laughter in 

• ourtroom and nationally once the media got ahold of the 

::, ,, Judge Newman even broke out into one of the largest 
:c s I've ever seen. 

.:, ·one of the other jurors raised chickens on their farm and 

; a'd brought in a dozen eggs to whomever wanted them. At 

:'.ibls time, eggs were selling for about eight dollars a dozen, 

; ..;,.,hi.ch was very high, so it's understandable why the removed 

,_/ juror wanted her eggs! One of our local singer/songwriters, 
~·:;· 
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Wbile the jurors viewed the Moselle property, we all coti· 

hear and see that Alex's story was impossible. God gives us? 
gifts, and the gift of discernment is shared by many. Some·~ 

us either from the courthouse, law enforcement, or jury ·:;_ 

Moselle had an epiphany and shared our thoughts with l 
eyes. At that moment, many of us standing there knew. I kn~: 

and they knew that Alex ,vas guilty. 

Once we were all back inside our vehicles, heavyheart • 

and contemplative, our procession headed back ala · 

Highway 63 toward the town center of Walterboro. The, · ' 

had died dm.vn mysteriously,, and the sun began to s :. 

through the c.Iouds. 

One of the roles of the Clerk of Court is to . H 
"Switzerland~ between the jury, the lawyers, the public, ' 

any other entities involved. In the moments riding back in 0 
vehicle-and \'tith the jurors and decision-makers in otb; 

vehicles-we were just "regular people;' and our though·. 

spilled out. Just as the jury would do in a span of three hmil;s. 

we unanimously came to our own verdict in just • • 

minutes: Guiltv. 

In my opinion, the decision to visit Moselle by Murdaugn} 

defense team did not work in their favor. "They were hoping , 

to show that the proximity was too close for one shooter, and ·• 

they felt like the pictures didn't show the distance correctly,• • 

said Doug Brown, who worked for the defense team during 
the trial. • 

Many of us question if Alex is bipolar, schizophrenic, or a 

narcissist, while some wonder if he snapped due to financial 
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\~µre, Paul's boating accident, and the crumbling of the 

: y dynasty. Right is right, and wrong is wrong. When and 

' ,did this family begin to blur this fact of life? The moral 

ass that rules most law-abiding citizens didn't seem to 

·in Alex. I don't really want to believe that a father could 

·er his son and wife. Sometimes, though, the line of love 

lurred and turns into a crime of passion and a crime of 

hation. I believe most people cannot fathom killing or 

f: g a family member, especially in the name of love, but 

) •our time at Moselle, Alex's fate was sealed. 
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EXHIBITE 
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EXHIBITF 
(Affidavit of Tim Stone) 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLIN/\ 

COUNTY 01· 0t\k.fID'.\ 
) 
) AFFIDA VlT OF TIM STONE 
) 

PhRSONALL Y appeared before me, Tim Stone, who being first duly sworn, deposes and 

states as follows: 

l . I am the ex~husband of-

2. I did not post anything to the l·accbook group Walterboro Word of Mouth between 

January 23. 2023 , and March 2, 2023. l did not post anything on this social media page 

or my own Fnccbook social media page about ..,cing a juror, that -

"was talking way too much to friends and family about the case", or that "Satan had 

gotten a hold of[me], mid [I] had been drinking at the time [I] posted and was now very 

sorry'\ 

3. Nor did I post what is attached as Exhibit A, which has been represented to me to be 

an alleged post to the Walterboro Word of Mouth Facebook page and a Comt exhibit 

in the State of South Carolina v. Richard Alexander Murdaugh trial. 

4. I do not have a Facebook page set up as "Timothy Stone", My profile name is "Tim 

5. I was nevet' contacted by law enforcement !he South Carolina Attorney General's 

oJliGe, the: clt:rk lJl'c..:ourl Bt..:(;ky Hill, or anyone at the Colleton County Clerk of Co urt 's 

office about Exhibit A or a post on the Walterboro Word of Mouth J<acebook page 

concerning my ex•wife,-. 

o. l did not kno,v-was on the Murdaugh jury until I he<1rd her voice Oil a recording 

when she was being excused H5 a.juror and she was discussing something about eggs . 
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FURTHER AFFIANT SA YETH NOT. 

·fim Stone 

August 11_, 202/3 

li day 

~~~~"'-¥-~ =->.-----' 2023 
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Timo thy's Post 

1 irnothy Stone 
February 16 at 8:35 AM · """' 

I· ·• '°'' ;1_1 , 1 ,1-i ly p 1,~t yl·'_. l,· rd c1y 1 -' vvl ·i1 c ·1 ! h .- i vc· clr-·leted ancl I kinda in a round about Wo'J 

• 

. ; i t tovvaru s a t:i: r\ c1 Ir1 p,·I'i (ll1 i.HVI I wnulr t l1kr to r1 po lo~J1 ze to r2 veryone who read 1t that u _Jl y 

•. d,·. 'ti ,il anc! Vt: ·'. I 1£> 1 ,: ;;t .-1I) r: -:m tr·<,I I rH.- ind I broke dc)\,vn and stMted drinking and wh0r, I 
,, I I [fl.':(!i 11, .. l p <) '.,I ,11 ,d 1' 11: ' / l f"I'/ 

10 comments 

■ Like ■ Comment ■ Share 
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11, .cH1sc- you have a hr ut1fu l 9rancldau ;ihter that loves you and so many more o f the 

urr1ndL,:d ,10s that love you and you will r:_iet throu9 h thi s just let God help you A!! I 

lo e 1/ 0t 1 rne n and I an pr,1ywI9 ,A for you hope you have a blessed cl ay)~ !! 
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rimothy Strrn e iipp,.1I n1it ly yoII d id 01· y( 1ll wo1Jld11't of posted it for c1 ll to s<Je 
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, , ,.- ,, • ► ,. ti yr.u ;.p , ,l r .1 q 1lNI Yc:u 11 'Nr, · I, ii t () !he person t was di rected cit ancl (io(I 

"'' •>· ,. r ,rn IJ' ·:, ·, , ·1.1 rl :t1<1: 1• I c;11 , iH_;•,1.1•~·-.t('r q 1·1e you so 1, 1c• suggest io ns I remen,h f~r 

•,!, 1 · ! • I" I l)'°' ' . t r•d ,-,h<11 11 r : X(P l' -l lrl (J ( l, 11~) ,1\ ·; o ur ~, !.IVi<:H which I Prt1 isecl c;oc1 VVe rill 

n ·: ,·ii ,; ,1 <11 1 81: I v·:I Pn yu 1. I , 11 t. a 1.> .;1 1) ,. 11 1 Cl 1rist, the devil will do all to \Jet you bc1c K. 

; ,iii (1r,•c1 tu 1; I IP Nile, ,•, ,n yrH lh P 11 I·'" ti ,,il 1:, in the world So qrab that Bib le, clinq to 

··,·J .-1 : .. 1 le:,!'/ ·"1e; rcl, 11~,Wt : ,11 1\ I 11-t ~Jc, of l h c1 1 VJr.J rl,:I you left beh ind a11 cl c1sk God to rebuke 

A,11: Fw, l .; daily rl e 10! 1c1n,:1I, fr rKI a P, 1bi ,.· Gori ((~,Hin9 p reaching Church Inves t in the 

. ' .' \ .,.. L>,11 r: ·H/ d.; y dr: v o t1 0 1vil. My husb;:11 1r l and I are do ing It now And plec1'.;e , •wf: c1r0 

., II hu n)an ,e wil l fa I cl ci ly But we 11e0 d to kneel bold ly befo re the Throne of Goel ancl 

Cj1v1: 11 ,,11 to hll'n 1,ncl rNnember to stay o ff of ·sooa l rned1a when you aren 't al your 

De<,l Praye r·s gomg up ,,nd out for you and yc;ur vvife. f\Jot preachin~J, just giving sound 
.:,rl v,~E' fr o rn sonwo,w );ho< c1me throu ~Jh c1 li f,:., o f rnicc, ry to doing cill I c,H) to live for 
1·i if'.!l'"T I l i1 ng 111 ~111cl h,:, lcl (J1 1ll(1 . 11 1 J. .. 

Like Reply 1w 

e 

·1 i 1n o l l 1y Ston..: 

ti , , , ··1 •·, ;ind w h Nr, c ,) I 1 ; fi nd ti 1.it cl f!I/O tional book 

Like Reply l w 0 
    

1 w,: ,1 1r· r 11 1 ll11\f JC'1 1nqr•I I < r I r.c1 1)' t sr.:rve God c1 ncl the devi l both su I 

l 1t1C1 l( J k t qr, r, 1 ,·.ih,il Wi:1', kc:1'' 1ilrt9 11,t'· from qet ti ng closer to c;od. Y)ll ca n' t g F: t tr.1 

i 1r•,1••r•1 1 1, 0 Jcl 111<J <111 t c; ·,CHn ('rJnc: el~.1• '· •,h rt o r sl1in tali c1 ncl th ink your goin9 to 
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EXHIBIT G 
(Affidavit of P. Barber) 
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STA TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

couNTY oF1 < \dt1 lancl 

) 
) AFFIDAVIT OF PHILLIP BARBER 
) 

PERSONALLY appeared before me, Tim Stone, who being first duly sworn, deposes and 

states as follows: 

1. I am an attorney in the firm of Richard A. Harpootlian, P.A., and counsel of record for 

Defendant Richard Alexander Murdaugh. 

2. On August 18, \2023, I met with 'fim Stone at his home. He provided his Facebook 

login information and allowed me to download a copy of all his Facebook activity from 

January 23, 2023, and March 2, 2023. 

3. A true copy of the download is attached as Exhibit A. 

4. The contents of the download speak for themselves, but review of them shows no post 

was made on February 16, 2023, apologizing for a previous post. There are no posts 

whatsoever to the Facebook group "Walterboro Word of Mouth." 

5. Facebook's stated retention policy for deleted posts is 30 days, so any posts deleted in 

the period January 23, 2023, to March 2, 2023, would not be recoverable. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SA VETH NOT. Q . 

/ / V, /,~ 
I / ~ W~__,,,,c~- -
Phillip B,r6er 

September 4, 2023 
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EXHIBITH 
(Affidavit of Juror No. 785) 
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STATE 01· SOlJTH CAROI ,INA ) 
) AFFJDA VIT OF JUROR H785 

COUNTY OF COLLETON ) 

PERSONALLY appeared before me, who being first duly sworn, deposes 

and states as follows: 

1. I was juror 11-785 in the case oi'State v.f'South Carolina v. Richard Alexander Murdaugh 

tried in Colleton County, South Carolina. 

2. During the presentation of the defense case, after PresidenCs Day but before Mr. 

Murdaugh testified in his own defense, Colleton County Clerk of Court Rebecca Hill 

told the jurors not to be "fooled by" the evidence presented to the jury by Mr. 

Murdaugh~s attorneys. 

3. In late February 2023, Ms. Hill questioned me about a Facebook post on the Walterboro 

Word of Mouth page. She summoned me to speak with her alone in an omce in the 

courlhouse. She told me someone emailed her about a post: my ex~husband, Tim Stone, 

purportedly muclc, which purportedly stated thot I mnde comments to him about the 

guilt or innocence of Mr. Murdaugh. She directly asked me whether I was inclined to 

vote guilty or not guilty. I told her I had not made up my mind and that I wanted to 

hear all the evidence before deciding. 

4. Ms. Hill said the post said I had been drinking wlth my ex-husband, and that whil e 

dl'Llnk with him I expressed opinions on the gui lt or innocence of Mr. Murdaugh. That 

never happened , and I !old Ms, Hill it nevet' happened , I did not go "drinking" with 

my ex-husband- in lac!, I had 1101 s~en him in upproximutely ten years. 

5. I asked lo sec the post, but Ms. Hill would not or could not show it to me. I have never 

seen it, and . lo my knowl edge, no one has. 

1 of5 
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