


Time of Incident: 

Eyewitnesses to 

Michael called 911 as soon as he was aware his wife was tangled up and 
. hanging in the loop of an industrial hose at the property. That call was 
made at 7:12 pm on May 20, 2015, about one hour before the sun set that 
evening. 

Incident: None 

I. 

Facts 

On May 20, 2015, Michael and Sara Lynn Colucci stopped at their warehouse located at 2206 
North Main Street _in· Summerville, SC on their way home from downtown Charleston so Sara 
Lynn could use the restroom. At approximately 7: 13 p.m., Michael called 911 to report·that he had 
found_ his wife tangled up and hanging in an industrial water hose and he was attempting CPR 
First Responders included Berkeley County EMS, Pine Ridge Fire Department and the Berkeley 
County Sheriff's Office. Michael was detained, interviewed and photographed by law enforcement 
at the sc�ne. Crime Scene Detective Kokinda processed the scene and took.photographs, including 
photographs inside _lvµchael 's vehicle. Some of the evidence collected included a portion of the 
hose, strands of hair that were later identified as Sara Lynn's, D�A from the hose later identified 
as Sara Lynn's, as well as damaged sunglasses and a lose fingernail in the couple's vehicle. Sara• 
Lynn's body was sent to MUSC for autopsy. Law enforcement also seized the cell phones of both 
Michael and Sara_ Lynri Colu�ci and attempted a download: A ·cellebrite forensic report was 
formulated for both-phones. A second download on both phones was performed in 2024 to capture 
GPS location data, but the State was able to recover OPS location data from Sara Lynn's cell phone. 

Dr. Lee Marie Tonnos, a forensic pathologist with MUSC, performed an autopsy on Sara Lynn 
Colucci's �ody and signed a final report on June 24, 2015, after receivin� the toxicology report, 
which showed the presence of alprazolam and cocaine metabolites and a bl _ood alcohol level of 

. approximately 0.23. A staff meeting was-held the same day with Drs.�isJ.e,...e"""m�e ..... r ___ _ 
and Presnell. On April 12, 2016, Dr. Tormos visited the crime scene with SLED ·agents and 
members from the Berkeley County Coroner Office, including Assistant Coroner Darnell Hartwell. 
On May 2, 2016, Special Agent David Owen forwarded Deputy Solicitor Anne Williams_ some of 
his investigative file for Dr. Presnell's review. On May 4, 2016, a second staff meeting was held 
at MUSC about this case. An email from Dr. Presnell documents what was discussed during the 
meeting. As of today, Dr. Tormos' autopsy report has not changed and still lists the cause of death 
as "asphyxia by neck compression" and the manner of death as "undetermined." Not a single 
forensic pathologist has officially determined the manner of death is a "homicide." 

The initial death certificate issued by the Berkeley County Coroner on June 23, 2015, listed the 
manner of death as "Pending Investigation." The second death certificate issued by the Berkeley 
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