
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF COLLETON 

State of South Carolina, 

V. 

Richard Alexander Murdaugh, 

Defendant. 
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) 
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) 
} 
} 
) 
) 
) 

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Indictment Nos. 2022-GS-15-00592, 
593, 594,and-595 

RESPONSE TO DEFENDANT'S 

MOTION FOR INDEPENDENT 

LABORATORY REVIEW OF 

DNA EVIDENCE 

_____________ ) 

Defendant has moved this Court for an order requiring the State to produce DNA 

evidence in this case for review by a defense laboratory. Specifically, Defendant requests 

access to remaining reserve samples of SLED Item No. 70, fingernails from Margaret 

Murdaugh's left hand, arguing that allowing independent review of this evidence would 

allow more thorough testing which could produce exculpatory evidence. The State filed a 

response to the original motion on June 28, 2026, and now responds to the subsequent 

defense motions and developments since the hearing before this Court on June 29, 2026. 

In summary, it must first be noted that there is nothing "new" or recently discovered 

about the DNA result from Maggie's left-hand fingernails - the existence of this extremely 

partial profile in a not unexpected mixture was well known to the defense since 2022. Its 

significance - or frankly lack thereof- was li tigated during the first trial. 

Second, the defense's own new expert from Othram has admitted that given how 

minimal the unknown profile is. testing would be a "high risk" procedure and extremely 

unlikely his lab could generate enough of a DNA profile for analysis from the remaining 

extract. However, the defense expert noted such efforts would on the other hand 

permanently consume the remaining extract. Thus, there is no reasonably viable 

technological development such as forensic genetic genealogy that could be applied. 
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